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SUBJECT: JAPANESE PLAN POSSIBLE COPPER DISPOSALS 
FOR MICHAEL DUX 

1. JAPANESE EMBOFF CALLED DEPT TO INQUIRE RE USG PROCE- 
DURE FOR CONSULTATION ON COPPER DISPOSALS. INQUIRY BASED 
ON GOJ RECEIPT OF REQUEST FROM ZAMBIAN GOVT WHO APPARENTLY 
HEARD JAPANESE PRIVATE FIRMS WISHED DISPOSE OF EXCESS COPPER 
INVENTORIES ON WORLD MARKET AND WHO ASKED GOJ FOR CONSULTA- 
TIONS "LIKE THE AMERICANS DO." 

2. EMBOFF APPARENTLY UNAWARE OF SIZE OF JAPANESE PRIVATE 
HOLDINGS OF COPPER EXCESS TO THEIR NEEDS BUT MAINTAINED THAT 
COMPANIES HAD PETITIONED GOJ FOR PERMISSION TO SELL COPPER 
OUTSIDE JAPAN. ACCORDING EMBOFF EXCESS PRIVATE STOCKS 
GENERATED BY CURRENT JAPANESE ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN. 

3; AT YO DISCRETION, YOU MAY ENQUIRE OF JAPANESE OBSERV- 
ER DEL TO CIPEC MEETING RE GOJ PLANS FOR CONSULTATIONS AND 
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POSSIBLE QUANTITIES INVOLVED IN JAPANESE COPPER DISPOSAL 
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